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Biological invasions:  South Africa 
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Biomes 



Biological invasions 

 
Invasive plants (Richardson et al., 2011) :  

“Naturalized plants that produce reproductive offspring, often in 
very large numbers, at considerable distances from parent plants 
and thus have the potential to spread over a considerable area.” 

 

•  Biological invasions widely heralded as the second greatest agent 
of  species endangerment and extinction (Pejchar et al., 2009) 

•  Invasions are typically the intended or unintended consequence 
of  economic activity (Perrings 2001) 
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The global dissemination of  bamboo 
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Bambusinae 
Hickeliniae 
Racemobambosinae 

Melocanninae 

Arthrostylidiinae 

Guaduinae 

Chusqueinae 

Olyrinae 

Parianinae 

Buergersiochloinae 

Tribe Arundinarieae 

Subfamily Pooideae 

Subfamily Erhartoideae 

Subfamily Pharoideae 

2015/09/19 10th World Bamboo Congress, Korea  

The global dissemination of  bamboo: 
Phylogenetic signal? 
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The global dissemination of  bamboo: 
Who’s winning the popularity contest? 
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Cultivars (%)	
   Varieties (%)	
  

Not introduced (n=1437)	
   13 (9%)	
   30 (41.7%)	
  

Introduced (n=223)	
   131 (90.9%)	
   42 (58.4%)	
  

Invasive (n=13)	
   70 (48.6%)	
   5 (6.9%)	
  

All species (n=1673)	
   144	
   72	
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Biological invasions & industry 
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Biological invasions & industry 

(Photo source: Ross Shackelton) 



Alien Bamboos: a threat or opportunity? 
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If  you are interested in this research, have some input, comments 
please get in contact! 

 

Thank you all 
 

Susan Canavan 
scanavan@sun.ac.za 
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